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Dr. Beck earned his Ph.D. in sociology with a specialty in population studies and survey methods 
at the University of Michigan in 1985. He joined the Bureau of Justice Statistics in 1984 as a 
statistician in the corrections statistics program. In 1990 he became the chief of the corrections 
program. In 2007, he became the senior statistical advisor.  
 
Dr. Beck is responsible for data collections and analyses required under the Prison Rape 
Elimination Act of 2003. He is also currently involved in a 4-year project to improve self-report 
data on rape and sexual assault in the National Crime Victimization Survey. He has written 
extensively on sexual victimization in prisons, jails, and juvenile facilities, providing detailed 
rankings for surveyed facilities, an assessment of risk among adults and juveniles under 
correctional supervision, an examination of facility characteristics associated with high rates of 
sexual abuse, and analyses of staff sexual misconduct.  
 
His past work has included national studies of recidivism, estimation of the lifetime chances of 
going to state or federal prison, analyses of trends in probation and parole populations, research 
related to rising incarceration rates, analyses of racial disproportionality among state prisoners, 
and completion of national surveys of prison and jail inmates and offenders under probation and 
parole supervision.  
 
Dr. Beck serves on multiple national and international technical advisory groups, including the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) task force on crime classification, charged 
with developing and implementing an international crime classification system for statistical use; 
the Praia Group on Governance Statistics under the United Nations Statistical Commission 
(UNSC), charged with developing indicators related to the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals; 
and the Advisory Group on Access to Civil Justice supported by the Organization of Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the Open Society Justice Initiative (OSJI). He also 
co-chairs the White House Legal Aid Interagency Roundtable (WH-LAIR) Working Group on 
Access to Justice Indicators and Data Collections.  


